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10” Hanging Baskets $12.99

H.A. Treichler & Sons, INC.
A Family Tradition Since 1854     “We Grow Our Own”

716-731-9390
2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rt 31) Sanborn

OPEN EVERYDAY 9AM5PM

MILITARY DISCOUNT EVERYDAY AND 
SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY WEDNESDAY 

ON REGULAR PRICED ITEMS.

Patio Pots 
Black Deco
12” 18.99
14” 24.99
14” 29.99with grass

Sizes Include 
4½” Mum only $2.99

7” Mum only $3.99

9” Mum only $7.99

P iP i

FALL MUMS 
ARE READY

www.hardisonfuneralhomes.com

We offer TRADITIONAL AND MEMORIAL SERVICES (VETERAN’S)

401 Ridge St. 

Lewiston, NY 14092

Phone: 716-754-7963

3648 Ransomville Rd. 

Ransomville, NY 14131

Phone: 716-791-3911

HARDISON FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

SERVING ALL OF NIAGARA COUNTY

Everyone’s Needs are Unique.
What Matters to You Matters to Us.

hibbardscustard.com

Congratulations 
Kiwanis Club on your 
65th Peach Festival! 

“THE TRADITION CONTINUES”
DON’T LEAVE LEWISTON WITHOUT A PEACH

CUSTARD CONE OR SANDWICH

hibbardscust

CCUSTARD CONE OR SANDDWWWICCH

 2672 LOCKPORT RD.                               SANBORN
at 11am 716-731-4440

Wagner's Farm Market
and Grill

Wagner’s Farm Market and 
Grill

and 
Grill

Wagner's FFaarrmm Market

GGrGGr
HOMEGROWN FRESH Open All 

Labor Day 
Weekend

HANDYMAN SERVICES
716-799-9858

"Trust Earned"

Kevin & Dawn Cobello
716-799-3838 or 716-471-6860

kdactionphoto@roadrunner.com 
kdactionphotoaerialimaging.

zenfoliosite.com

www.oldfortniagara.org
716-745-7611

LEARN MORE HISTORY 
ABOUT OLD FORT NIAGARA

 ON THE WEBSITE

1812: The Forgotten War
Sat Sept 2nd, 2023 to 

Sun Sept 3rd, 2023 - All Day
Reenactors bring the War of 1812
 to life as they garrison the fort. 

3909 Creek Road
Youngstown

716-219-4100

FOOTBALL SPECIAL

 Local Delivery Available

Hours: Sun. 4-9 (11-9 For Bills Games)
 Mon. - Closed, Tues. - Thurs. 11-9, Fri. 11-10, Sat. 3-10

Exp 9-30-23

HoHoHoouu

Large Pizza  $1450

           Includes Cheese & 1 Item

65th Annual 

Peach FestivalPeach Festival
Lewiston Kiwanis

The Kiwanis Club of Lewiston will present the 65th annual Ni-
agara County Peach Festival the weekend of Sept. 7-10 at Academy 
Park on Center Street in Lewiston. 

Free parking is available at the upper Artpark parking lot off 
Portage Road on Thursday, Friday and Sunday, with Gray Line 
Tours shuttle buses providing courtesy rides to Academy Park. 

Thursday, Sept. 7Thursday, Sept. 7
√ “Peach Taste Off ” recipe compe� � on, 5 p.m. Alphonso I. 

DiMino Memorial Band Shell. 
√ Nerds Gone Wild will take the stage at 8 p.m. for two hours 

of live music and “Nerdy” 1980s-themed entertainment.

√ Opening ceremonies will be held at 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8, 
with a rendi� on of both the American and Canadian na� onal 
anthems. This year’s emcee for the opening ceremonies will be 
WEBR’s veteran talk-show host and Buff alo Broadcast Hall of 
Fame inductee Tom Darro.

√ At 5:30 p.m., an “All-Star Cheerleading Compe� � on” will be 
held on the band shell stage and feature local units represen� ng 
youth football and all-star cheering squads. At 8:30 p.m., The 
Thurman Brothers Band will perform, playing un� l the 11 p.m. 
closing.

√ The morning of Sept. 9 will feature the Peach Fes� val parade 
on Center Street at 11 a.m. Serving as parade marshal will be 
WGRZ-TV Channel 2 morning show anchor Pete Gallivan. Serving 
as parade announcer once again this year will be long� me radio 
personality Brandy Scrufari. This year’s parade will feature 70 
units, six marching bands and fi ve dance units.

√ Peach Blossom and Peach Fuzz contests for the youngsters 
will also take place on Saturday on the Academy Park stage at 
2:30 and 4:30 p.m., respec� vely. 

√ Peach Queen contestants will conduct a fashion show on 
stage at 6 p.m.

√ The popular “Tribute to Elvis with Terry Buchwald” will fol-
low at 8 p.m.

√ On Sunday, the stage schedule includes a dance showcase 
from noon to 2 p.m. 

√ Everyday People performs at 3 p.m.
√ The fi nals for the Peach Queen scholarship pageant begin at 

7 p.m.
This year, almost a dozen girls from Niagara County have 

entered the compe� � on vying for the Peach Queen crown and 
a $4,000 scholarship awarded by the Kiwanis Club of Lewiston. 
WGRZ-TV news anchor Maryalice Demler will serve as hostess 
for the Peach Queen fi nals.

More informa� on and a schedule can be found at www.niaga-
racountypeachfes� val.org. 

Friday, Sept. 8Friday, Sept. 8

Saturday, Sept. 9Saturday, Sept. 9

Sunday, Sept. 10Sunday, Sept. 10

Niagara County Peach Festival to cap Lewiston’s summer season in style
65th annual Niagara County Peach Festival opens Sept. 7 with four days of family fun at Academy Park

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

The excitement is building 
for a Western New York favor-
ite – the 65th annual Niagara 
County Peach Festival. Pre-
sented by the Kiwanis Club of 
Lewiston, it returns Thursday, 
Sept. 7, to Academy Park in the 
Village of Lewiston.

As Kiwanians discussed the 
many attractions of this family-
fun event at a press conference 
last Friday, they also took a 
moment to remember perhaps 
one of the more prominent fac-
es in club history – the late Jer-
ry Wolfgang. A Kiwanian since 
1970, Wolfgang passed away in 
January of this year. His lead-
ership and contributions with 
the club, and particularly the 
Peach Festival, were not for-
gotten. 

“I would like to remember 
Jerry Wolfgang,” 2022 Kiwanis 
Past President Marty Pauly 
said. “He was a member for 50 
years; we didn’t expect him to 
pass away back in January.

“He was one of the main, if 
not the main driving forces be-
hind the Peach Festival every 
year. He ran the parade; he ran 
this press conference. He was 
responsible for bringing the 
taste-of f to the festival, respon-
sible for cheerleading competi-
tions, so there’s a lot a shoes 
that are currently being filled. 
We thank Jerry for all the work 
he did.”

Julie Berrigan, director of de-
velopment for festival sponsor 
Niagara County Community 
College, spoke of Wolfgang’s 
many contributions to the fes-
tival over the years. 

“I think it’s all important for 
us to remember Jerry Wolf-
gang,” she said. “Jerry was a 
steadfast advocate, not only 
for this event and NCCC, but 
for all of Niagara County. His 
contribution to the Peach Fes-
tival and so many organiza-
tions were tremendous. And 
we’ll miss his steady voice and 
steady hand.”

The first Peach Festival was 
held in 1958 and, since then, 
Kiwanians have contributed 
more than $1.6 million in do-
nations to area charities and 
organizations from event pro-
ceeds.

Chairperson Gerry Gismon-
di estimated a crowd of 40,000 
will attend this year’s Peach 
Festival over the four days, 
weather permitting.

The club said free parking 
would again be available in 
the upper Artpark parking lot 
of f Portage Road on Thursday, 
Friday and Sunday, with Gray 
Line Tours shuttle buses pro-
viding courtesy rides to and 
from Academy Park. 

“We’ve been doing that for 
the last 13 or so years; the idea 
is that we want to minimize 
traf fic around the park,” Gis-
mondi said. “Artpark has been 
our partner with this through 
this entire time. They allow us 
to use their upper lot, with our 
partner, Gray Line shuttles.”

Gismondi said that, due to a 
scheduled concert at Artpark, 
“Unfortunately, we had no 
choice but to suspend shuttle 
service for Saturday.” How-

ever, he noted there would be 
plenty of handicapped park-
ing available around Academy 
Park throughout the festival.

As far as festival fare, look 
for peaches, peaches and 
more peaches. Volunteers are 
expected to serve more than 
14,000 pounds – some 7 tons 
– of peaches, along with fresh 
shortcake made by the famous 
DiCamillo Bakery. Kiwanis 
and community volunteers will 
prepare and serve peach short-
cakes under the big tent on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
The festival will also feature 
27 food vendors serving a wide 
variety of American and ethnic 
cuisine.

“We could not put on such a 
great festival without all of our 
volunteers, partners and our 
sponsors,” Gismondi said.

The “Peach Taste Off” reci-
pe competition takes place at 
5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7, of-
fering a competition of home-
made peach desserts on the 
Alphonso I. DiMino Memo-
rial Band Shell. Judges include 
Niagara County Community 

College Assistant Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Af fairs Josh 
Blumberg, chef Cathy Baron 
of the Niagara Falls Culinary 
Institute, and Lewiston-Porter 
Board of Education member 
Joseph Palermo. The “Peach 
Taste Off” competition is spon-
sored by the Niagara Falls Cu-
linary Institute, the Niagara 
Gazette and Niagara Frontier 
Publications/Niagara County 
Tribune/Sentinel. Prizes in-
clude a $100 Wegmans gift 
card.

Also on Thursday night, the 
popular Nerds Gone Wild will 
take the stage at 8 p.m. for 
two hours of live music and 
“Nerdy” 1980s-themed enter-
tainment. 

Amusements of America will 
again operate the midway at 
the Peach Festival, supplying 
thrilling and family-friendly 
rides. Kiwanis retained the 
ride inspection team of LJM 
& Associates to add a third 
level of safety inspections to 
the rides at this year’s festival. 
New York state inspectors and 
Amusements of America also 

inspect the rides.
Opening ceremonies will be 

5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 8, with a 
rendition of both the Ameri-
can and Canadian national an-
thems. This year’s emcee for 
the opening ceremonies will be 
WEBR’s veteran talk-show host 
and Buffalo Broadcast Hall of 
Fame inductee Tom Darro.

At 5:30 p.m., an “All-Star 
Cheerleading Competition” 
takes over the band shell stage 
and will feature local units rep-
resenting youth football and 
all-star cheering squads. At 
8:30 p.m., The Thurman Broth-
ers Band will perform, playing 

until the 11 p.m. closing.
The morning of Sept. 9 will 

feature the Peach Festival pa-
rade on Center Street at 11 a.m. 
Serving as parade marshal will 
be WGRZ-TV Channel 2 morn-
ing show anchor Pete Gallivan. 
Parade announcer once again 
this year will be longtime ra-
dio personality Brandy Scru-
fari. The parade is expected to 

feature 70 units, six marching 
bands and five dance units. Ki-
wanis of ficials said there would 
also be a special remembrance 
for Wolfgang in this year’s pa-
rade. 

Over at Academy Park, the 
Peach Blossom and Peach 
Fuzz contests will take over 
the band shell at 2:30 and 4:30 
p.m., respectively. That eve-

ning, Peach Queen contestants 
will compete in a fashion show 

on stage at 6 p.m. The popular 
“Tribute to Elvis with Terry 
Buchwald” concert follows at 
8 p.m.

Come Sunday, the stage 
schedule includes a dance 
showcase from noon to 2 p.m. 
Everyday People performs at 
3 p.m., and the finals for the 
Peach Queen scholarship pag-
eant begin at 7 p.m.

“As always, you will find the 
great traditions,” Gismondi 
said. “We have the 5K Run, 
which is the week before the 
festival. The Peach Queen, 
Blossom and Fuzz competi-
tions. We have the parade on 
Saturday, which will have some 
new units. So, you will want 
to check it out this year. And 
don’t forget the cheerleading 
showcase, the Peach Festival 
Taste-of f and, of course, our fa-
mous peach shortcake.”

Gismondi said the peach tent 
will not be operating Thursday, 
but the Kiwanis tents will be 
open serving hamburgers, hot 
dogs and peach pop.

For more information on this 
year’s festival, including loca-
tions to purchase advanced-
sale ride tickets, visit www.ni-
agaracountypeachfestival.org.

Peach Festival leaders are shown at a press conference in the Alphonso I. DiMino Memorial Band Shell at Academy Park. (Photo by Bob Koshinski) • Kiwanians Jerry Gismondi and Marty Pauly address the media. (Photos by Terry Duffy)

Modern Disposal Services, Inc. is honored to sponsor 
Today’s Peach Festival coverage and schedule

Modern is proud to be your local choice for waste and recycling solutions 
in Western New York.  We take our 
commitment to this community 
seriously, which is why we make 
sure Peach Festival attendees have a 
clean and comfortable atmosphere 
to enjoy this amazing weekend!  We 
hope you appreciate our trash and 
recycling receptacles and portable 
toilets throughout the park, as well 
as our Modern truck and employees 
in the Peach Festival Parade!
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